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FEDERAL- STATE  COOPERATIVE 


SNOW  SURVEYS  AND  IRRIGATION  WATER  FORECASTS 

for 

Montana  and  Northern  Wyoming 
Upper  Missouri,  Upper  Columbia  and  / 

Yellowstone  Rivers 

By 

Division  of  Irrigation,  Soil  Conservation  Service 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

and 

Montana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


In  cooperation  with  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  National 
Park  Service,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  State  Engineers  of  Montana  and 
Wyoming  and  other  Federal,  State  and  local  organizations. 


OUTLOOK  FOR 
IRRIGATION  WATER  SUPPLY 
January  1,  195l 


Snow  survey  measurements  made  at  a  few  key  stations 
in  the  Missouri  Basin  on  or  about  the  first  of  January  19^1 
indicate  that  as  of  this  date  the  snow  pack  in  the  mountains 
has  accumulated  to  about  an  average  condition  based  on 
January  First  measurements  for  the  past  5  to  17  years «  Snow 
water  equivalent  measurements  on  the  Madison  and  Gallatin 
Basin  are  not  as  high  as  19U9  or  195>0^  but  close  to  the 
average  condition 

Only  a  few  courses  were  measured  on  the  Columbia  River 
Basin «    Measurements  on  or  near  the  Continental  Divide 
indicate  that  the  snow  pack  in  the  Columbia  Basin  has  also 
accumulated  to  about  an  average  condition*    There  have  not 
been'  sufficient  surveys  made  to  give  much  of  an  indication 
at  this  early  date  in  the  season0    On  February  First  more 
stations  will  be  measured^  and  we  will  be  able  to  form  a 
better  opinion  of  the  snow  pack  at  that  time. 

Stream-flow  conditions ,  as  reported  by  the  UaSo  Geological 
Survey s  have  been  above  normal  during  the  fall  and  early 
winter.    The  water  in  storage  reservoirs  throughout  the  State 
is  considerably  above  a  year  ago  and  carryover  storage  for 
irrigation  and  hydroelectric  power  is  in  excellent  condition* 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


